Creating A New Medina — Venkat Dhulipala

At the British Library in London, | stumbled upon a rather unexpected document. It
swam into view in the middle of one of the many microfilms containing the private
papers of Qaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. The handwritten document, with its ink
fading, was the record of a special séance with the spirit of the Qaid-i-Azam (Great
Leader) held at 6 pm on 13 March 1955, nearly seven years after his death and eight
years after the birth of Pakistan. The séance was conducted by a spiritualist hired by a
government officer, a certain Mr Ibrahim, who was present on the occasion to direct the
questions. The spiritualist began the proceedings by politely offering a seat to his
esteemed guest. The spirit tartly responded that it was already seated, also reminding
him that they had previously met there for another such session. The spiritualist
solicitously enquired about the Qaid’s well-being since on that occasion the spirit had
complained about being ‘in a dark and cold place’, which it did not like very much. It
replied that it was much happier now for it was ‘in a very good place’ that was
‘brilliantly lighted and had enough flowers’. As a final courtesy before the proceedings
started in right earnest, the spirit was asked if it wanted to smoke a cigarette since the
Qaid-i-Azam in life had been a heavy smoker. On the basis of an affirmative answer, a
cigarette was lit and fixed on a wire stand for the spirit to smoke while it answered
questions. Mr Ibrahim began, ‘Sir, as a creator and father of Pakistan, won’t you guide
the destiny of the nation now?’ The Qaid’s spirit reacted testily, stating that it was not
for it to guide Pakistan’s destiny any more, even though, it ominously added, it often
saw ‘flashes of evil pictures about Pakistan’. A worried Mr. Ibrahim enquired, 'Don't you
think there is a prosperous future for Pakistan?'

None at all is eager to be selfless there.” Mr Ibrahim pressed further. ‘What advice
would you give to the present rulers of Pakistan?” Prompt came the response —
‘Selflessness, selflessness. That is the only advice | can give them now.” The spirit then
made a telling remark. ‘It is (pg. 1 ) easier to acquire a country, but it is extremely
difficult to retain it. That is in a nutshell the present position of Pakistan to gain which
rivers of blood flowed.” (pg. 2)

It has also been noted that while ML rallies resounded with the popular but vague
slogan, ‘Pakistan ka Matlab Kya, La llaha Il Allah’ (What is the meaning of Pakistan?
There is no god but God), Pakistan was not articulated any further beyond this
emotional slogan. An inchoate anti-Indianism, it is presumed. (The phrase that Pakistan
was an ‘insufficiently imagined’ nation-state has been coined by the writer Salman
Rushdie) (pg. 3)

The run up to the Partition witnessed osmosis of ideas between the ulama and the ML
leadership. (pg. 5)
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These heady ideas about Pakistan as a powerful twentieth century Islamic state were
bitterly but unsuccessfully attacked by opponents. Most prominent were a section of
the Deobandi ulama aligned with the Indian National Congress led by Maulana Husain
Ahmad Madani, who himself first utilized the metaphor of Medina to conceptualize a
common nationhood of Hindus and Muslims in an undivided India. (pg. 6)

Pakistan, by most accounts, seems to have happened in a fit of collective South Asian
absent-mindedness, the tragic end result of the ‘transfer of power’ negotiations gone
awry, hastily midwifed by a cynical, war weary Britain anxious to get out of the morass
of an imploding empire, leaving unsuspecting millions to face its brutal consequences.

(pg. 7)

The picture gets muddied further if one turns to scholarship regarding the ideological
moorings of the Pakistan movement. (pg. 10)

If the view from the centre and partitioned provinces of Punjab and Bengal makes the
Partition seem like a rather confused and murky affair, there is some consensus that the
road to 1947 may well have been paved from U.P. (pg. 11)

As a top ranking ML leader Khaliquzzaman declared, ‘Pakistan would bring all Muslim
countries together into Islamistan — a pan-Islamic entity’. (pg. 18)

Within the subcontinent, ML propaganda claimed that besides liberating the ‘majority
provinces’ Muslims it would also guarantee protection for Muslims who would be left
behind in Hindu India. In this regard, it repeatedly stressed the hostage population
theory that held that ‘hostage’ Hindu and Sikh minorities inside Pakistan would
guarantee Hindu India’s good behaviour towards its own Muslim minority. (pg. 19)

Gandhi himself raised the issue in a column in The Harijan on 12 July 1942, wherein he
distinguished the Pakistan demand from separation demanded by Andhra from Madras
Presidency. As the Mahatma wrote — There can be no comparison between Pakistan and
Andhra separation. The Andhra separation is a redistribution on a linguistic basis. The
Andhras do not claim to be a separate nation having nothing in common with the rest of
India. Pakistan on the other hand is a demand for carving out of India a portion to be
treated as a wholly independent sovereign State. Thus there seems to be nothing
common between the two. (pg. 21)

Articles sent in by readers on this issue that were published in the Urdu biweekly
newspaper Madina in 1942-43. Chapter 7 analyses Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani’s
vision of Pakistan as a new Medina and highlights his critical contribution to the success
of the ML’s election campaign during the 1945-46 elections. The Epilogue looks at the
aftermath of the Partition in U.P. besides throwing light on how it affected subsequent
politics in India and Pakistan. (pg. 23) (Creating A New Medina — Venkat Dhulipala)
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